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several directions. The perpendicular height of the highest range
may be about 1,000 feet above the level of the country, which is not
greatly elevated above the sea, They are said to have been worked
for several hundred years, and occasionally diamonds o(k a considera-
ble size have been found ; these mines are Burroundod by cultivated
fields, and appear like heaps of stones and pits half filled with rubbish,
The gems arc always found cither in alluvial soil, or in rocks of
the latest formation ; in socking them the gravel is washed and spread
out, after which the diamonds, generally very Binall ones, arc clis*
covered by tho sparkle. Tho ground is rented by the Collector to
speculators, who work it on their own account; but whon very largo
diamonds aro found, which rarely happen^ tho Government claims
one-third of tho value, The diamond formation is just tho HUTUO as
at Banganpilly,
Iron is abundant in tho hills, and lead and copper arc occasionally
found. Saltpetre abounds, and may bo procured by a very simple
process.
After tho first showers in Juno, tho ground iw plough-
ed, preparatory to sowing both " dry" and " wot" gruinn,
Tho manure used for the dry crops consist of ashoH and sheep's dung ;
that of the oxen, owing to these animals being held wacred by Hin-
doos is reserved for fuel, and for plastering tho wallw and floors of
houses, but the quantity of manure is everywhere insufficient, Be-
tween June and August, should the supply of wutor in tho tonka bo
sufficient, the soil for " wet" cultivation having been previously plough-
ed and harrowed once or twice, is manured as is observed above with
the green boughs of trees, which are imbedded in the soft earth, and
the fields then laid under water ; after decomposition has begun the
water is drawn off, the grain is sown, and tho fields are again laid
under water, which is occasionally renewed as it becomes clriod by
evaporation until the crops are nearly ripe.
Vegetation, which eommenccB after the firnt rains in Juno, or after
occasional showers, often becomes again burned up by returning
drought, before tho setting in of the N, E. monsoon. In tho hills,
however, where tho rains aro more constant, tho surface becomes
covered with rank ooar&e grass, part of which is set firo to in February,
and part preserved for thatching houses,
The vegetable productions of Cuddapah are numer-
The extensive plains of blaek soil to the north-
west p#o4$&$ la#g$ oropa of cotton? wheat aad indigo.   The talooka